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Presidentõs Column 

Creating a Stronger Gourd Community  

In the last two years as GGS President,   I have come to believe that we should improve some areas by: 

ƕȭɯɯɯɯɯɯɯ#ÌÝÌÓÖ×ÐÕÎɯɯÊÓÌÈÙɯɁÛÈÙÎÌÛɂɯÎÖÈÓÚ 

2.       Developing easy to use educational materials 

3.       Getting to know other society members 

4.       Increasing membership and revenues 

Target goals:  As an example I think that 2012 can have three goals 

1.       Create on-line educational materials that can be used in schools and presentations 

2.       Use iɬ Contact to present a monthly profile and pictures of each patch so that we can put a name 

with a face and skill.  This type of profile can also be used to introduce our GGS officers, teachers, ven-

dors, and growers.  (I am still against putting members contact information out.  If you want to contact a 

member that you do not know, you can contact the patch.) 

3.       Seek sponsor and foundation support by showing our impact on the community.  

A lot of great ideas have been given to me by various members.   This list represents the ideas that I 

think can be supported and implemented by our membership.   Here is an example of how I believe a 

ɁÛÈÙÎÌÛɂɯÎÖÈÓɯÊÈÕɯÞÖÙÒȯɯ 

Specific Target for 2012: Emphasis on Native American use of gourds. 

November is Native American recognition month.  Most schools teach about Native Americans in No-

vember.   Our gourd show is in November.  Use a Native American gourd theme for our annual show.  

(Include special competitions for NA paintings, jewelry, and baskets for the year 2012 only.)  

Beginning in January 2012 our GGS Education committee and patches can develop tutorials, lesson 

plans, and power point materials showing the historical and present use of gourds by Native Americans 

in North and South America.  

The GGS event committee can select classes for our GED that feature a gourd art/craft that depicts na-

tive people, activities, or gourds as they were used by native people.  Each patch can have at least one 

class during the year about making these same types of gourds.  Donate these finished gourds to the 

Georgia Gourd Society. 

Continued on page 2 
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9th Annual 
 Georgia Gourd Show 

The time for our next show is fast approaching and is 

right around the corner. We are hoping this show 

will be our  biggest and busiest yet.  With a bigger 

publicity budget, the Publicity Committee has been 

able to get some  great advertisement for us. 

We  have  some  new  changes  to  the competition 

entries. First, all entries must be made Friday, 

November 18th.  This is being done to eliminate 

some of the congestion and confusion at the 

competition desk. The judging will be done on 

Friday night.  

Next, we have a Competition Entry Form in this 

issue and on the web site. Please fill it out listing all 

of your entry pieces and bring the form(s) to the 

show on Friday with your competition pieces.  

When you are filling out the entry tag to put on each 

of your pieces, please put your telephone number on 

the outside of the Entry Tag. Entry tags can be  

downloaded and printed from the GGS web site.  

*ÌÌ×ɯÞÖÙÒÐÕÎɯÖÕɯÛÏÖÚÌɯ×ÐÌÊÌÚɯÈÕËɯÓÌÛɀÚɯÊÖÕÛÐÕÜÌɯÛÖɯ

make the Georgia Gourd Society Show the best of the 

best! 

(ÛɀÚɯ ÓÔÖÚÛɯ3ÐÔÌȵ 
Hear ye, Hear ye, 

 all you Gourders.  

Hope you are getting ready for the show  

and have loads of 

 Auction items in tow.  

 

We are looking forward to seeing you  

And auctioning every treasure  

And hope to make some big, big bucks 

 For our Georgia Show endeavor. 

Judi Besier, Silent/Live Auction Chairman  
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As each patch holds a Native American empha-

sis in a monthly meeting, take pictures of each 

member (their name) with their gourd, we will 

feature that patch in the Newsletter,  i -contact, 

and website.  The patch should write a brief 

article about when the patch was started and 

background of its members.  This would not 

replace your quarterly patch report in the 

!ÓÖÖÔÐÕɀɯ&ÖÜÙËȭ 

We can use the results of these GED and gourd 

classes to create displays for libraries, schools, 

and use by our members when they give talks at 

schools and clubs (Art, Garden, 4H, scouts).  

Our annual show should hold a special Native 

American recognition day on Saturday of our 

November show for members, schools, scouts, 

and 4H.  

We can record the activities from 2012 and show 

them to potential sponsors and foundations as a 

reason to help fund our society.               

                                               Reggie   
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Watch Out, Novices,  

.@RSDQR ¬ (Q@MC .@RSDQRtq 

ȱȭȭɯÛÏÐÚɯ×ÐÕÛ-sized gourder, Tiffany Pittman,  is 

fast approaching the other side of the Competi-

tion Room.  

As you 

can see, 

she is 

now a 

w o o d 

b u r n e r 

and a 

good one 

at that! 

She is the 

granddaughter of C.L. and Willene Arnsdorf 

ÈÕËɯÐÚɯ"ȭ+ȭɀÚɯÊÖÕÚÛÈÕÛɯÚÏÈËÖÞɯÞÏÌÕɯÚÏÌɯÐÚɯÈÛɯ

their home. She loves anything gourds.  

She might just be our ambassador to other 

àÖÜÕÎÚÛÌÙÚɯÈÕËɯÎÌÛɯÛÏÌÔɯÎÖÜÙËÐÕɀȭ 

Georgia Gourd Society 2011 Gourd Show  

Our annual gourd show depends on volunteers to help make the show run smoothly. This means people 

who are not on a committee . If you can volunteer an hour, 1/2 day, full day or all weekend, it would help a 

lot. It takes a lot of people outside of the Show Chairmen and Committee Chairmen. If you can volunteer, 

please do and let Reggie know at  southerngourds@gmail.com. 

.ÜÙɯ"ÓÈÚÚɯ"ÏÈÐÙÔÈÕɯÏÈÚɯËÖÕÌɯÈɯÎÙÌÈÛɯÑÖÉɯÖÍɯÎÌÛÛÐÕÎɯÈɯÓÖÛɯÖÍɯÛÌÈÊÏÌÙÚȭɯ#ÖÕɀÛɯÞÈÐÛɯÜÕÛÐÓɯÛÏÌɯÓÈÚÛɯÔÐÕÜÛÌɯÖÕÓàɯÛÖɯ

find out that the class you have been wanting to take has been cancelled due to low sign ups.  

We need to get our Dinner Reservation into Reggie Eakin. He needs to know how many people will be hav-

ing dinner at the show. Dinner time at the show is fun! The auction is fun, the dinner is good and talking 

with old friends is better.   

/ÓÌÈÚÌȮɯËÖÕɀÛɯÞÈÐÛȭɯ8ÖÜɯÔÐÎÏÛɯÔÐÚÚɯÖÜÛȵ 



 

 

 

Our artist for this issue is Hudi Sandgren who is 

also the American Gourd Society President. He 

has been the Georgia Gourd Society President 

ÈÕËɯÐÚɯÛÏÌɯ×ÙÌÚÐËÌÕÛɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ'ÖÛɯȿÓÈÕÛÈɯ&ÖÜÙËɯ

Patch. 

He was raised in the Southeastern corner of 

Washington State, a part that resembles Arizona 

and New Mexico in terrain.  A large portion of 

this area is the land belonging to the Yakama 

Nation.  It is here Hudi gained much of his love 

for the art and culture of Native Americans.   

His gourd art was started in 1999.  Already an 

award winning pen and ink artist Hudi, who is 

part Native American (Chippewa ɬ Red Lake 

Reservation) wanted to do something different 

with his Native American art.  On a trip back 

from N. Carolina, he and his wife Lyza, stopped 

ÉàɯÈɯÓÐÛÛÓÌɯɁÎÙÌÈÚàɯÚ×ÖÖÕɂɯÛÖɯÏÈÝÌɯÚÖÔÌɯÓÜÕÊÏȭɯɯ

'ÈÕÎÐÕÎɯÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÌɯÊÌÐÓÐÕÎɯÞÈÚɯÈɯÎÖÜÙËɯËàÌËɯɁÈÕɯ

ÈÔÈáÐÕÎɯ ÉÜÙÎÜÕËàɯ ÊÖÓÖÙɂȭɯ ɯ  Ûɯ ÛÏÈÛɯ ÔÖÔÌÕÛɯ

Hudi thought that his Native American art 

ÞÖÜÓËɯɁÓÖÖÒɯÊÖÖÓɂɯÖÕɯÈɯÎÖÜÙËȭɯɯɯ!ÜÛɯÞÏÌÙÌɯÛÖɯ

find a gourd? He asked the waitress where the 

ÎÖÜÙËɯÊÈÔÌɯÍÙÖÔɯÈÕËɯÚÏÌɯÛÖÓËɯÛÏÌÔɯÛÖȮɯɁÑÜÚÛɯ

ËÙÐÝÌɯËÖÞÕɯÛÏÌɯÙÖÈËɯÈÕËɯàÖÜɀÓÓɯÚÌÌɯ×ÐÓÌÚɯÖÍɯɯȿÌÔɯ

ÍÖÙɯÚÈÓÌȭɂ 

Sure enough, not far down the road was a man 

selling gourds in a big pile.  Hudi bought a cou -

ple and so began his gourd journey.  He knew 

nothing about gourds and was SURE that no 

one had EVER thought of putting Native Ameri -

can art on such an item.  Well, come to find out, 

not only had it been done, but there were actu-

ally whole divisions of Native  American gourds 

in competitions around the country.  So much 

for surprise.  Undaunted he began doing his pen 

and ink on gourds and entered his first competi -

tion in the 2000 Alabama Gourd Show.  He took 

Best New Artist honors at that show and signed 

up for membership in the Georgia Gourd Soci -

ÌÛàȭɯɯɯɁ(ÛɯÏÈÚɯÉÌÌÕɯÎÙÌÈÛɯÍÜÕɯÈÓÓɯÛÏÌÚÌɯàÌÈÙÚȭɂɯÚÈàÚɯ

'4#(ȭɯɯɁ(ɯÕÌÝÌÙɯÊÌÈÚÌɯÛÖɯÉÌɯÈÔÈáÌËɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÝÈÙÐ-

ÌÛàɯÖÍɯÚÛàÓÌÚɯÈÕËɯÐÔÈÎÐÕÈÛÐÖÕȭɂ 

He has since entered and won many blue rib-

bons and Best of Shows since 2000, including 

two showings at the prestigious American Craft 

Council Show.  His work is mostly purchased 

by private collectors, galleries and museums.  In 

addition, his work has been scouted by the Met-

ropolitan Museum of Art in New York and has 

ÉÌÌÕɯ×ÜÙÊÏÈÚÌËɯÉàɯÛÏÌɯ2ÔÐÛÏÚÖÕÐÈÕɀÚɯ,ÜÚÌÜÔɯ

of Design both in Atlanta and in Washington 

D.C. 

In addition to being the present  President of the 

AGS, Hudi has also held positions in the Geor-

gia Gourd Society including Director, Vice -

president and President.  He was elected to the 

post of President of the American Gourd Society 

for a two year term which began in January of 

ƖƔƕƕȭɯɯ Úɯ×ÈÙÛɯÖÍɯÏÐÚɯȿÑÖÉɀɯÏÌɯÛÙÈÝÌÓÚɯÛÖɯÎÖÜÙËɯ

shows around the country promoting gourd art 

ÈÕËɯÌËÜÊÈÛÐÖÕȭɯɯɁ3ÏÐÚɯÐÚɯÑÜÚÛɯÛÏÌɯÉÌÚÛȵɂɯɯÚÈàÚɯ

'ÜËÐȮɯɁ(ɯÎÌÛɯÛÖɯÚÌÌɯÓÖÛÚɯÖÍɯÎÙÌÈÛɯÎÖÜÙËɯÞÖÙÒɯÈÕËɯ

ÔÌÌÛɯÛÏÌɯÍÖÓÒÚɯÞÏÖɯÔÈÒÌɯÐÛȭɯɯ6ÏÈÛɯÈɯÛÙÌÈÛȵɂ 

Ɂ&ÖÜÙËɯÈÙÛɯÏÈÚɯÎÐÝÌÕɯÔÌɯÈɯÊÏÈÕÊÌɯÛÖɯËÖɯÚÖÔÌ-

thing I never would have.  I owe a lot to the 

ÏÜÔÉÓÌɯÓÐÛÛÓÌɯÎÖÜÙËȭɂɯɯ(ÍɯàÖÜɯÈÙÌɯÌÝÌÙɯÈÛɯÈɯÎÖÜÙËɯ

or art show where HUDI is either showing his 

work or representing the AGS, please stop by 

ÈÕËɯÐÕÛÙÖËÜÊÌɯàÖÜÙÚÌÓÍɯÈÕËɯÚÈàɯȿÏÌàɀȭɯɯɁ(ɀÓÓɯÉÌɯ

ÈÙÖÜÕËȭɂɯÚÈàÚɯ'ÜËÐȭ 

Quick Gourd Candles  
For a centerpiece, pick small round gourds 

approximately the same size, cut the top off, 

scrape the pulp and all membranes out.  Leave 

natural or paint to suit the season or yourself. 

Place a pre-waxed wick in the center of the 

gourd and pour in grandulated wax to the top.  

These look nice on a season tray with seasonal 

natural materials such a pinecones, leaves, etc. 

Enjoy! 
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GGS Artist Spotlight 
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