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Spring is just around the corner and it seems 

like Christmas was yesterday. The new crop of 

gourds should be ready to craft. 

6ÌɀÝÌɯÉÌÌÕɯÉÜÚàɯ×ÓÈÕÕÐÕÎɯÈÊÛÐÝÐÛÐÌÚɯÍÖÙɯƖƔƕƔȭɯɯɯ

On February 6, 2010, we held one of our semi-

annual membership meetings in Macon.  Several 

members from the new Middle Georgia Patch in 

Roberta, GA attended and we had a new 

member join at the meeting. 

Check out the GGS website for the new 2010 

GGS Show Competitions in photography, tuto -

rial writing, and gourd repre sentations as well 

as revised gourd competition categories.  If you 

want to volunteer to work at the show and have 

not been asked to serve, call Troy Tatum (770-

229-5530) or me (770-339-5134).  We have plenty 

of opportunities to offer you.  

6ÌɀÝÌɯ ÈËËÌËɯ ÚÖÔÌɯ ÌßÊÐÛÐÕÎɯ ÕÌÞɯ ÎÖÜÙËɯ

categories for inlay, sculpture, carving, and 

additional technique category combina tions.  

 Gourd representations is a wide open field this 

year ɬ basically anything that depicts a gourd ɬ 

jewelry, garments, textiles, quilts, pottery, 

paintings, drawings furniture.  It must depict a 

gourd and it must be your original work.   

March 26-28. the Gourd Retreat, Southern 

Styles, takes place near Savannah at the 

Ebenezer retreat. Some classes are already full, 

but many others have openings.  Contact 

C h a r l o t t e  D u r r e n c e  a t 

http://webgourds.com/southern/ .  

There is a Gourd Education Day (GED) planned 

for May 8 in Jesup, GA sponsored by local 

×ÈÛÊÏÌÚɯ .ɀɯ ,àɯ &ÖÜÙËɯ ÈÕËɯ 2ÖÜÛÏern Gourd 

Crafters.  It will be held in the community build -

ing at Cracker Williams Park.  Please support 

our fellow members and plan to attend some of 

the classes, bring show and tell pieces and a cov-

ered dish.   If your local patch wants to sponsor 

a GED, let me know ɬ (ɀÔɯÈÓÚÖɯÌÝÌÕÛÚɯÊÏÈÐÙÔÈÕɯ

and I would be thrilled to assist you.  

-ÈÕÊàɯ/ÌÛÌÙÚÖÕɯÐÚɯÞÖÙÒÐÕÎɯÜ×ɯÈɯɁÊÙÈËÓÌɯÛÖɯÊÙÈÍÛɂɯ

gourd tuto rial for new teachers and indi viduals 

who wants to learn gourd crafting on their own. 

(see below). She is accepting tutorials until mid -

March for planting, harvesting, cleaning, and 

crafting gourds to be included in the 

publication.  

The next general membership meeting will be 

held August 1 on Sunday Morning at the 2010 

GGS Gourd Show ɬ 3ÏÌɯ2×ÐÙÐÛɯÖÍɯ&ÖÜÙËÚȵɯɯɯ(ɀÓÓɯÉÌɯ

talking more about the show in the next 

!ÓÖÖÔÐÕɀɯ&ÖÜÙËȭ 

                                         Reggie Eakin  

Presidentôs Column 

From òCradle to Craftsó 

Nancy Peterson is the Chairperson of a commit-

tee for a book of tutorials that the Georgia 

Gourd Society is preparing to publish.  

The book  is aimed at teachers, self-taught indi-

viduals, and people who are not able to go to  

patch classes. This is a self-help guide for any-

one who wants to teach, or learn, gourd art. It 

will start with the basics from cleaning gourds 

to the right kind of finish on gourds.  

Targeted at school teachers, garden clubs, Boy 

and Girl Scouts groups, 4H groups, etc., for 

teaching, yet anyone can benefit from the 

knowledge of our members. It will be available 

for purchase at the Georgia Gourd Society Show 

in July. 

Nancy is looking for any type of tutorial to put 

into the book and will accept them until mid -

March.  Please forward any tutorial, growing, 

cleaning, crafting or finishing to Nancy Peter-

son, jmpeterson2@bellsouth.net.  Her plans are 

ÛÖɯÚÛÈÙÛɯÈÕÖÛÏÌÙɯÉÖÖÒɯÖÕɯɁ!ÌàÖÕËɯÛÏÌɯ!ÈÚÐÊÚɂɯ

after this one, so send whatever you have, 
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Executive Board 

Reggie Eakin 
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912-685-5134 
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Ellen Tatum 
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EWTatum@bellsouth.net 

770-229-05530 
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912-756-8130 

sandtnorford@yahoo.com 

Bob James 

Membership  

229-420-9982 
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Editor  

770-476-1389 

thebloomingourd@comcast.net 

DIRECTORS  

Billie Strickland  

912-739-3396 

mimibillie@wmconnect.com  

Elly Groover  

770-471-7923 

LJGroover@mindspring.com 

Judy Shumake 

770-466-6407 

jgshumake@comcast.com 

Hudi Sandgren  

770-513-8823 

hudijay@netzero 

Nancy Peterson 

jmpeterson2@bellsouth.net 

770-435-0051 

Louise Horesovsky  

lightglow@atlantic.net  

 

 

 

 

Annual Dues Reminder 

The GGS membership dues were due in January. 

Please send your membership dues to Bob James, Mem-

bership Chairman, 344  Creekside Drive, Leesburg, 

Georgia 31763. 

GED (Gourd Education Day) 

     3ÏÌɯɯ.ɀɯ,àɯ&ÖÜÙËɯ×ÈÛÊÏɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯ2ÖÜÛÏÌÙÕɯ&ÖÜÙËɯ

Crafters are sponsoring a GED on May 8th in Jesup, 

Georgia. 

When:  May 8, 2010 

Where:  Cracker Williams Recreation Park 

               South Brunswick Street 

               Jesup, Georgia 

     Charlotte Durrence will be teaching the gretchen 

rim on a gourd ($10.00), Reggie Eakin will use 

Apoxy Sculpt to teach the Moonshiner sculpture 

($10.00) and M.J. Kimble is teaching the fiber rim on 

a gourd ($10.00).  Members of each patch will be 

doing demos during the day. Any other teachers 

who want to come and demo are more than 

welcome.  Raw gourds will be on site for sale. 

Please bring your special covered dish to share. A 

link to the site map is below.  

  www.wayne.k12.ga.os/Map/Jesup%20MP-9-

22.pdf     Contact M.J. Kimball at 

mojo136@earthlink.net  or Cathy Glover at 

catsewg@bellsouth.net for fur ther information.  

Congratulations, Hudi!  
     The American Craft Council is a prestigious 

organization who promote understanding and 

appreciation of contemporary American craft.  the 

ACC show is one, if not THE, highest art show in the 

ÊÖÜÕÛÙàȵɯ (Ûɯ ÐÚɯ ÈÓÓɯ ÛÏÙÌÌɯ ËÐÔÌÕÚÐÖÕÈÓɯ ÈÙÛȱȭÛÌßÛÐÓÌÚȮɯ

wood craft, furniture, pottery, gold and silver smithy 

art and other types of VERY high end craft and now 

gourd art!  

     Hudi Sandgren, 'ÖÛɯȿÓÈÕÛÈɯ/ÈÛÊÏȮɯÐÚɯÛÏÌɯÍÐÙÚÛɯÎÖÜÙËɯ

artist who has ever been accepted to show his gourd 

art.       

     The ACC Show Atlanta is March 12-14 at the Cobb 

Galleria Center, Cobb Galleria Parkway, Cobb 

County.  

     Mark your calendar to attend the show and show 

support for  Hudi and The Spirit of Gourds. 
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Georgia Gourd Society  
Board of Directors Meeting 

February 6, 2010  

Macon, Georgia  
 

The meeting was called to order by Reggie 

$ÈÒÐÕȮɯ/ÙÌÚÐËÌÕÛȮɯÈÛɯƕƔȯƔƔɯÈÔɯÈÛɯ1àÈÕɀÚɯ1ÌÚÛÈÜ-

rant in Macon.  We had seven voting members 

attending.  

New Business:  

Sandy McGurn read the minutes of Board deci-

sions and were approved as read. 

Tina Norford, Treasurer, reported a balance of 

$12,353.11 in the account as of February 6, 2010. 

Tina reported the annual IRS filing for the GGS 

was E-filed online.  

Reggie Eakin ÙÌÈËɯÛÏÌɯ,ÌÔÉÌÙÚÏÐ×ɯ"ÏÈÐÙÔÈÕɀÚɯ

report submitted by Bob James. Bob reported 49 

members at this time which represented 166 

members. There are 177 members not renewed. 

3ÏÌɯ/ÙÌÚÐËÌÕÛɀÚɯÙÌ×ÖÙÛɯÞÈÚɯÏÈÕËÌËɯÖÜÛɯÈÕËɯÙÌÈËɯ

by Reggie Eakin. Several 2010 Show Committee 

Chairmen shared their report. The list of 2010 

gourd show workers was gone over with addi -

tions.  They also discussed different aspects to 

enhance for the growth of the show. 

A discussion was held concerning the annual 

dates for membership meetings and was 

decided that the spring meeting would be held 

on or around February 6th and the fall meeting 

on or around August 1st.  

A discussion was opened  regarding amending 

certain by-laws to change officer election timing 

and to provide a written process to amend the 

budget.  A thirty day notice will be sent out to 

the GGS membership prior to the next General 

Meeting  about the vote. 

Old Business:  

Louise Horesovsky presented information about 

Lee Nelson and his seminar at the 2010 Show. A 

motion was made by Sandra Hutchins and 

seconded by Sandy McGurn to have the 

seminars on Friday  evening. The motion was 

approved. 

Sandra Hutchins opened a discussion 

ÊÖÕÊÌÙÕÐÕÎɯ ÛÏÌɯ ×ÖÚÚÐÉÐÓÐÛàɯ ÖÍɯ 3ÏÌɯ !ÓÖÖÔÐÕɀɯ

Gourd being downloaded on the web site by 

non-paying GGS members. It was discussed 

about a possible password being used to access 

the link to download. Reggie Eakin will be look -

ing into this and talking with Bob James.  

It is being noted that the Board of Directors will 

have email meeting online and the minutes 

reflect such. 

The meeting was adjourned at 12:00 p.m. 

Submitted by 

Sandy McGurn 

Secretary 

 

Georgia Gourd Society  
Membership Spring Meeting 

February 6, 2010  
Macon, Georgia 

 

The meeting was called to order by Reggie 

$ÈÒÐÕȮɯ/ÙÌÚÐËÌÕÛȮɯÈÛɯƕƖȯƗƔɯ×ÔɯÈÛɯ1àÈÕɀÚɯ1ÌÚÛÈÜ-

rant in Macon. We had twelve attending mem -

bers.  

New Business: 

Sandy McGurn read the minutes from the last 

meeting and they were approved as read. 

Tina Norford, Treasurer, reported a balance of 

$12,353.11 in the account as of February 6, 2010. 

Tina reported the annual IRS filing for the GGS 

was E-filed online.  

A report by Bob James reported 49 members 

which represented 166 members.  He also stated 

that 177 members had not renewed their mem-

bership.  

Old Business :  No old business 

The meeting was adjourned at  2:00 p.m. 

Sandy McGurn 

Secretary 



 

 

The purpose of the Georgia Gourd Society is to learn and to teach all who are interested in the cul-

ture, use, history, and craftsmanship of gourds. The Georgia Gourd Show is held to promote these 

goals.  The GGS Competition seeks to attract growers, beginning or hobbyist gourd craftsman, and 

accomplished artists in order to foster a sense of accomplishment and appreciation.  

GOURD GROWERS (NON -CRAFT) RULES  

1. All raw gourds must be whole, uncut gourds.  

2. Gourds in growth categories must have been grown by the exhibitor and in good condition.  

3. Non-craft gourds must have stems, be mature, and be clean.  No finish of any kind is permitted.  

4. Gourds in the growerõs competition must from this year or last yearõs crop. Previous Georgia com-

petition award winners may not be entered.  

GOURD ART& CRAFT RULES  

5. All entries must be hand made by the Artist.   

6. Only one entry per Artist per category, but there is no limit on the number of categories that can 

be entered within that division.  

7. ALL ENTRIES must remain in competition until the end of the show on Sunday.  Failure to do 

so can result in not being allowed to enter future competitions.   

8. All entrants must allow photography of their work under the òfair useó doctrine.  No copy or pho-

tograph of the work may be sold for profit without the consent of the artist.  

9. Entrants must be a member of the American Gourd Society or  any state gourd society.  If you are 

not a member and would like to enter a piece in competition, you must first join the Georgia 

Gourd Society and/or the American Gourd Society at the main information desk.  Youth catego-

ries are exempt from this rule.  

10. The artistõs name should be printed on the inside of the tag and hidden from view by folding and 

stapling the tag (printable tags and instructions are available on the Georgia Gourd Society web-

site (http://www.georgiagourdsociety.com  ). 

11. All entry tags must be completed and attached to the gourd entry by 10:00 a.m. Saturday of the 

show. 

12. Gourds that have won a first place award in a previous Georgia Gourd Society Show are not eligi-

ble for the current yearõs competition.  

13. The competition area is closed to everyone except the judging staff during the judging process.  

Please be patient, the judging process may take a little time but we want to look carefully at each 

entry.  Ribbons will be awarded at this time.  

(The following section clarifies the quality standards for gourd preparation and presentation.  Gourds 

not meeting these standards will likely receive a lower score.)  

14. All open (cut) gourds (except birdhouses) must be cleaned to remove surface dirt, seeds, and all 

white seed membrane, and finished, inside and out, for show quality. Stems are not mandatory, 

but must be cleaned if left on gourd. Gourd birdhouse outside surfaces and stems must be 

cleaned, but minimal interior membrane can be left for nesting material.   

15. Gourd stems left on the gourd must be cleaned and finished to compliment the design  

16. Gourd quality will be a factor in judging ALL categories.  A poor quality gourd can result in a 

lower score in accordance with AGS 
     5                                                                 continued on page 7 



 

 

rules.  A 3x5 explanation card may be placed with a gourd where a major blemish or flaw is incor-

porated in the design or presentation of the gourd.  The judges will determine gourd quality.   

17. Leveling the bottom of a gourd by sanding is allowed and will not be considered poor quality or a 

detriment to the surface technique of the competition category.   

18. The inside surface of cut gourds and covered containers may be painted, stained, decoupage, 

coated, or otherwise finished.  The inside finish does not affect the entry category which is based 

on the exterior surface treatment of the gourd entry.  

19. Translucent and clear protective finishes are allowed on all entries except non -craft gourds. 

Translucent finishes may be colored unless specifically denied, but must be sheer enough to see 

the natural characteristics and markings of the gourd through them. Examples: wax, ink, colored 

shoe polish, dye.  

20. Gourd stands may be used (revolving and stationary) but are not mandatory.  The stand should 

be complementary to the gourd art, of stable construction, and must not interfere with the view-

ing of other entries.  

21. There is no requirement that the gourd art or craft be presented in an upright position, but the 

gourd must be stable at rest so that it does not roll or fall from an exhibition table.   

22. A 3x5 card and/or photographs may accompany any entry indicating techniques or products used 

on the entry.  The card may be attached to the entry tag string or placed with the entry before 

the judging.  No business cards are allowed on entries until judging is completed, but they may 

be placed with exhibits after judging is finished.  Sales information may be placed by the entries 

AFTER  the ribbons are awarded.  

(Judging criteria)  

23. Art and Craft entries will be judged according to the AGS Judging Option C printed below.    

òConsider originality of design, balanced by quality of the workmanship. 

Originality considerations are overall design/theme, craftsmanship, suitability of accessories, 

and artistic qualities.  

Workmanship considerations are neatness and quality, color/finish, balance/scale, and overall 

appearance. 

If the quality of the gourd used is poor, judges should rank the gourd lower than they would 

otherwise.ó 

24. Ribbons may be awarded to the top three (3) entries in each category at the sole discretion of the 

judges.  A sole entrant in a category does not guarantee a first place ribbon.  Competition criteria 

must be met to earn a ribbon of any color. A merit ribbon may be awarded at the discretion of the 

judges.  Awarded ribbons MUST  remain in place until the end of the show on Sunday.  

25. Decision of the Judges is final. In the event of an error, no award will be removed, but a duplicate 

award will be given.   

26. The Georgia Gourd Society and facility are not responsible for damage to or theft of entries.  

NOVICE DIVISION:  

The Novice division was instituted to allow artists who are developing the basic techniques to compete 

among their peers with similar skills.  The novice entrant should not have exhibited in more than four 

gourds shows, won more than fifteen (15) first place awards in any gourd show in any two year period, 

or won a major award in a juried art show.  The novice should not have taught an out of state gourd 

class for a fee. The novice can compete in either Masters or Grand Masters ð but all of the contestantõs 

entries must compete in only one division level.   

     6                                                              continued on page 8 



 

 

MASTER DIVISION  

The Master division was instituted for those artists who have mastered the basic techniques and are ready to 

compete with a wider range of competitors.   The Master division is open to all competitors except Grand 

Masters.  Entrants can have sold or taught outside of Georgia for a fee.  The entrant should not have won a 

major gourd show, a major juried art show award, or won more than fifteen (15) first place awards in any 

gourd show in any two year period.    

GRAND MASTER DIVISION:  

The Grand Master division was instituted for the accomplished artist whose art and skills have been recog-

nized as superior.  Any entrant may compete in this class ɬ but all of their entries must be entered in this di-

vision only.  If you have won a major show award or been awarded more than fifteen (15) first place awards 

in any two year period, you should enter the Grand Masters division.  Qualifying Grand Master entrants can 

not compete in the Master or Novice division.  

IT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE ARTIST TO ENTER THEIR PIECE IN THE CORRECT CATE-

GORY. Be certain that you have read the specific criteria outline for the category and make your decision 

accordingly.  

If you have questions about the proper category placement, see one of the volunteers in the competition 

check-in area to explain the art/craft category or division.  They can provide advice, but you must make the 

final determination for placement of your piece.  Leave your entry with the volunteer who will place them in 

the display area for you.  The competition check-in area is chaired by Charlotte Durrence.  Pieces entered in 

incorrect categories cannot be judged or moved. 

SHOW AWARDS  

Best of Novice Division      Best of Masters Division  

Best of Grand Masters Division    Best of Show (all Divisions ) 

Best New Artist  

Show Committee Award: Novice, Master, Grand Master 

/ÌÖ×ÓÌɀÚɯ"ÏÖÐÊÌɯ ÞÈÙËȯɯɯMost Humorous, Novice, Masters, Grand Master   

Best New Artist is chosen from first time artists to the Georgia Gourd Society Show competing in Novice or 

,ÈÚÛÌÙȭɯɯ/ÓÌÈÚÌɯÔÈÙÒɯÛÏÌɯÖÜÛÚÐËÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÌÕÛÙàɯÓÈÉÌÓɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯÞÖÙËɯɁ-$6ɂȮɯÐÍɯàÖÜɯØÜÈÓÐÍàɯÈÕËɯÞÐÚÏɯÛÖɯÊÖÔ×ÌÛÌɯ

for the Best New Artist award.  

Best of Show  award will be chosen from all blue ribbon winners in all divisions  

Best of Show  will be chosen from all blue ribbon winners from Novice and Masters, and Grand Master Divi-

sions. 

Show Committee  awards will be chosen by the Show Chairs.  

/ÌÖ×ÓÌɀÚɯ"ÏÖÐÊÌɯ ÞÈÙËÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÉÌɯ×ÙÌÚÌÕÛÌËɯÛÖɯÖÕÌɯÞÐÕÕÌÙɯÍÙÖÔɯÈÓÓɯÌÕÛÙÐÌÚɯÐÕɯÌÈÊÏɯ#ÐÝÐÚÐÖÕɯÈÕËɯÖÕÌɯɁ,ÖÚÛɯ

'ÜÔÖÙÖÜÚɂɯÈÞÈÙËɯÊÏÖÚÌÕɯÍÙÖÔɯÈÓÓ entries in all divisions.  

Participants inquiring about special exhibits that present unique circumstances or who need help should con-

tact the Competition chairs ɬ Reggie Eakin or Troy Tatum.   

    7                                                               Continued on page 8 



 

 

COLORED GOURD CLASS ɬ whole or opened  

16. Painted Gourd, any medium to include oil, acrylic, water color, ink, or colored pencil to complete a 

picture, design or pattern, minimal use of other techniques and embellishments  

17. Textured Gourd, any medium that creates a pronounced raised surface to create a design or pattern 

on the surface of the gourd, any medium allowed, minimal ornamentation.  

18. Stained Gourd, colored with stains, dyes, glazes, waxes, colored pencil, etc. that do not apply to an-

other category, more than one medium allowed.  

19. Inlaid Gourd featuring any inlay material, minimal use of other techniques or embellishments al-

lowed.    

WOVEN GOURD CLASS  

Gourd baskets must have handles; gourd bowls do not.  A gourd must dominate as part of the container.  

20. Woven gourd bowls with natural plant/animal weaving material (pine needles, vines, natural color 

leather, feathers, etc.) and/or man made materials (dyed lacing, wire, fabric, etc).  Light ornamenta-

tion permitted  

21. Woven gourd baskets with natural weaving materials (pine needles, vines, natural color leather, 

feathers, etc.) and OR man made materials (dyed lacing, wire fabric, etc.).  Light ornamentation per-

mitted.  

WEARABLE CLASS  

Any technique(s) permitted ɬ gourds must dominate  

22. Gourd masks.  May be functional or decorative.  

23. Gourd jewelry.  Items may include necklaces, bracelets, earrings, broaches, pins, belts, buttons, hair 

ornaments etc. 

24. Gourd purse.  Any technique(s).  

25. Gourd hat. Any technique(s).  

BIRDHOUSE/BIRD FEEDERS CLASS  

26. Birdhouse.  Gourd and entrance holes should be appropriate sizes, with drainage and hanging 

holes.  Any technique(s). 

27. Bird feeders.  Gourds must dominate.  Any technique(s). 

HISTORIC/ETHNIC CLASS  

28. Historic Gourds.  Replicate a traditional or historic gourd and provide a written explanation of the 

history and use.  A written explanation must accompany the item to tell the judges and public ex-

actly what they are seeing. 

29. Native American themed gourd.  Any gourd with Native American motif.  Any technique(s).  

30. Ethnic themed gourd other than Native American. (African, Chinese, etc.).  Any technique(s).  

31. Americana or patriotic gourd theme.  Any technique/s or embellishments.  

FLORAL CLASS  

Unless otherwise specified, non-gourd material may be used, but gourds must dominate.  All materials must 

be natural. No plastic or synthetic fabric  
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COLORED GOURD CLASS ɬ whole or opened  

16. Painted Gourd, any medium to include oil, acrylic, water color, ink, or colored pencil to complete a 

picture, design or pattern, minimal use of other techniques and embellishments  

17. Textured Gourd, any medium that creates a pronounced raised surface to create a design or pattern 

on the surface of the gourd, any medium allowed, minimal ornamentation.  

18. Stained Gourd, colored with stains, dyes, glazes, waxes, colored pencil, etc. that do not apply to an-

other category, more than one medium allowed.  

19. Inlaid Gourd featuring any inlay material, minimal use of other techniques or embellishments al-

lowed.    

WOVEN GOURD CLASS  

Gourd baskets must have handles; gourd bowls do not.  A gourd must dominate as part of the container.  

20. Woven gourd bowls with natural plant/animal weaving material (pine needles, vines, natural color 

leather, feathers, etc.) and/or man made materials (dyed lacing, wire, fabric, etc).  Light ornamenta-

tion permitted  

21. Woven gourd baskets with natural weaving materials (pine needles, vines, natural color leather, 

feathers, etc.) and OR man made materials (dyed lacing, wire fabric, etc.).  Light ornamentation per-

mitted.  

WEARABLE CLASS  

Any technique(s) permitted ɬ gourds must dominate  

22. Gourd masks.  May be functional or decorative.  

23. Gourd jewelry.  Items may include necklaces, bracelets, earrings, broaches, pins, belts, buttons, hair 

ornaments etc. 

24. Gourd purse.  Any technique(s).  

25. Gourd hat. Any technique(s).  

BIRDHOUSE/BIRD FEEDERS CLASS  

26. Birdhouse.  Gourd and entrance holes should be appropriate sizes, with drainage and hanging 

holes.  Any technique(s). 

27. Bird feeders.  Gourds must dominate.  Any technique(s). 

HISTORIC/ETHNIC CLASS  

28. Historic Gourds.  Replicate a traditional or historic gourd and provide a written explanation of the 

history and use.  A written explanation must accompany the item to tell the judges and public ex-

actly what they are seeing. 

29. Native American themed gourd.  Any gourd with Native American motif.  Any technique(s).  

30. Ethnic themed gourd other than Native American. (African, Chinese, etc.).  Any technique(s).  

31. Americana or patriotic gourd theme.  Any technique/s or embellishments.  

FLORAL CLASS  

Unless otherwise specified, non-gourd material may be used, but gourds must dominate.  All materials must 

be natural. No plastic or synthetic fabric  

32. Arrangement of dried or fresh flowers or plant material in a gourd container undecorated or suita-

bly decorated.    10                                                          Continued on page 11 



 

 

33. Gourd container decorated with a FLORAL theme.  Any technique(s).  No arrangement required.  

34. Single bloom made of gourd material.  Color and small amount of additional material permitted.  

SCULPTURE CLASS 

35. Animal(s), including mammals, birds, fish, reptiles, amphibians, or other earth creatures made of 

gourd or gourd pieces.  Any technique(s).   

36. Mystical or Humorous Creatures. Fanciful, mystical creatures (dragons, fairies, unicorns, gnomes, 

etc.) any technique (Glitter and sparkling material permitted.)  

37. Gourd Sculpture ɬ one or more gourds ɬ any subject including mobiles - may use clay and/or epoxy 

- any technique allowed.  Must be at least 70% gourd. 

HOLIDAY GOURD CRAFT CLASS  

Any technique(s) and a reasonable amount of decorative materials are permitted. 

38. Gourd Ornament.  Any holiday or season.  Any technique(s).  

39. Christmas theme only.  Any technique(s).  Whole or cut gourd.  

40. Holiday theme other than Christmas.  Any technique(s).  Whole or cut gourd.  

GENERAL GOURD CLASSES  

41. &ÖÜÙËɯ ÙÛɯ"ÓÈÚÚɯ/ÙÖÑÌÊÛɯÉàɯÈɯɁ-ÖÝÐÊÌɂ that is made in any GGS sanctioned show, GED, or patch 

meeting.  The entry must include 3x5 card showing date, class, and location.  Any technique, finish, 

or embellishment allowed.   

42. Gourd toys.  Doll, functional toy, or toy set fashioned from gourds or gourd parts.  

43. Decorated gourd bowl.  Any technique(s).  No handles.  

44. Decorated gourd basket.  Any technique(s).  Must have handles. 

45. Decorated dipper gourd.  Any technique(s).  Whole or cut gourd.  

46. Jug, canteen, pitcher, or other vessel designed to hold water.  Must be functional.  Any technique(s). 

47. Lamps and Luminaries.  Lamps in any style.  Gourds must dominate.  Must be functional, with or 

without electricity.  (Candleholders, lanterns, lamps etc.).  

48. Beaded Gourd.  Whole or cut gourd.  Any type of bead is acceptable. 

49. Gourd Boxes.  Any technique(s).  Hinged or unhinged lids optional.  

50. Multi -technique multi -media gourd.  Combination of multiple techniques (excluding carving) that 

does not fit in another category.  

51. I Did It My Way.  Any gourd craft entry that does not fit in another category.  Must be made of a 

gourd or gourd part.  

52. Theme category for the 2010 show ɬ The Spirit of Gourds. Any technique.  

53. Miniature gourd creation. Must be less than 6 inches in diameter, length, and height. Any tech-

niques. 

54. Wall art, excluding masks.  Gourds or gourd pieces to create art piece suitable for hanging on the 

wall.  

55. Interior Structure. The interior of gourd decorated in some theme or fashion.  (Mouse house, Doll 

house, nature scene)  Exterior of gourd must be decorated to compliment interior. The interior de-

sign will make up 75 per cent of content to be judged. (Exterior 25 per cent.) 
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SPECIAL  CATEGORIES  

THESE CATEGORIES  ARE NOT  PART  OF THE  AGS SANCTIONED  COMPETITION  AND  WILL  BE DISPLAYED  

OUTSIDE  OF THE  GOURD  CONTEST  AREA . 

 

56. Gourd Project Tutorial accompanied by an example of the Project. 

57. Photography of gourds - See Photo Contest rules. 

58. Gourd Representations ɬ See Gourd Representation rules. 
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2010 COMPETITION CATEGORIES  

NON -CRAFTED GOURDS  

Gourds in grower categories must have been grown by the exhibitor (adult or youth) and in good condition.  

Gourds must have stems, be mature, and be clean.  Non-crafted gourds must not be cut.   No finish of any 

kind is permitted. One year previous or current season gourds are permitted in the non -craft categories. 

1. Greatest circumference ɬ must be uncut. 

2. Longest dipper -type (stem to blossom).  Gourds with a long handle and distinct bulb.  

3. Smallest gourd (hardshell or ornamental) in overall size.  

4. Most unusual gourd, naturally.  

5. The Jim Story Memorial Award: $25.00 prize. The winner of this competition will be eligible for the 

National Jim Story Award with a first prize award of $500.00. (Category rules appear separately on 

the GGS website). 

6. Most unusual gourd, by manipulation.  

7. Three (3) identical gourds (same type, size and color). 

CRAFTED GOURDS YOUTHS ONLY  

Awards will be given to all youth who have entered.  Any technique(s)  

8. Best youth craft (up to age 8) 

9. Best youth craft (age 9-16) 

ADULT CRAFTED GOURDS  

First place, second place, and third place awards will be given for entry categories 10 through 55 in entrant 

classifications: Novice, Master, and Grand Master, except category 41 which is novice only.  

MUSICAL CLASS  

10. Gourd musical instrument, functional.  Includes drums, rattles, shekeres, etc. Any techniques.  

PYROGRAPHY (WOODBURNING) whole or cut gourd  

11. Pyrography with no other technique . No ornamentation permitted, clear finish permitted.   

12. Pyrography with other techniques.  Pyrography must dominate, minimal ornamentation permitted.  

GOURD CARVING CLASS ɬ whole or open gourd  

13. Relief Carved Gourd pertains to the removal of the outer gourd shell, filigree allowed.  Other tech-

niques allowed but carving must dominate, decorative painting allowed, and minimal embellish-

ments allowed.  

14. Chiseled, chip carved, and gouged gourds.  One or more of these techniques may be combined to 

create a design without cutting through the gourd.  Stains allowed, no other techniques or rim treat-

ment allowed.  

15. Fret Work or Cut Gourd using any tool that cuts completely through the gourd to complete a design 

or pattern.  Stains allowed, light rim treatment allowed, but no other technique.  Does not include 

penetration used for coiling.  

    8                                                               Continued on page 9 
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2010 Photography Competition  

We invite you to enter the 2010 Gourd Society Photo Competition.  Recognition will be given to the best gourd -related 

photographs portraying the beauty, husbandry, history, or utility of the gourd in nature, arts, or crafts.  Photographs 

entered will be displayed during the 2009 Georgia Gourd Show.  First place, second place, and third place awards 

will be given.  

1. Any member of the Georgia or American Gourd society may enter the contest.  

2. Gourd  themed photo, anything goes, must have at least one gourd in the photo.  There is only one division or 

category. 

3. The Photograph should not exceed 8 x 10 but may be a smaller image.  

4. Each artist may enter up to  3 original photos of gourd subjects.  

Contest Rules  

5. The photograph must be mounted on mat board, matting is optional, no frame allowed, and no captioning al-

lowed. 

6. The photograph may be color or black  & white, matte or glossy, printed by the photographer or a professional 

printer.  

7. The photo should have been taken in the last two years and not previously entered into a GGS competition.  

8. The photo must be the original work of the person entering the competition. By entering, participants warrant 

that his or her entry materials are original and do not infringe on any third party's rights.  

9. The photo image may not be manipulated beyond cropping prior to printing.  

10. Entrants allow the use of the photographs by the Georgia Gourd Society on its Website or in its publications.  

Entrants retain ownership and all other rights to future use of their photographs.  

How to Enter  

11. All entries including the photographs must be received prior to July 19, 2010.   

12. Mail entries to         Charlotte Durrence ð Photo Contest  

   1208 Hwy 119 South  

   Springfield, GA 31329  

13. Each photograph must bear the photographer's name, address, phone number, and email address which can be 

attached to the back of the mat.  

14. Photographs should be securely packaged for mailing.  The Georgia Society cannot be responsible for lost, dam-

aged, late, or misdirected entries.  

15. Photos will not be returned, but they can be picked up on Sunday after the show.  

Judging Criteria  

16. The photographs will be judged on the subject suitability, clarity, focus, composition, color, uniqueness,  and   

      Originality..  

17.All decisions by the Georgia Gourd Society judges will be final and binding.  
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Gourd Photo Competition 2010 Georgia Gourd Show  
Photograph Submissions  

July 30 -August 1, 2010  

Please mail entry form and photographs to  Charlotte Durrence ð Photo Contest  

               1208 Hwy 119 South  

               Springfield, GA 31329  

Name:_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:_____________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Number of Photos submitted up to three: ______________________________________________________ 

E-mail:______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone_____________________________________ cell phone________________________________________ 

 

I grant permission to use these photo images for display in Georgia Gourd Society, Gourd Show lit-

erature, publications, and website.  

Signature: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

I agree to allow the use of these photographs by the Georgia Gourd Society on its Website or in its 

publications.   

Entrants retain ownership and all other rights to future use of their photographs  
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Gourd Representation Competition  

 

Most of our gourd artist are also skilled in other areas of arts and crafts.   This year the Georgia Gourd Society wants 

to offer our artists an opportunity  to show their talents in those other areas.   

 

The 2010 Gourd Society Show will include a Gourd Representation competition.  First place, second place, and third 

place awards will be given.  

1. Any member of the Georgia or American Gourd society may enter the contest.  

2. The gourd  representation may be jewelry, glass, beading, ceramic, clay, garment, paintings, or textiles depicting 

gourds.   

3. Each artist may enter 1 original gourd representation.  

4. All gourd depictions must be the original work of the artist.  

5. All entrants must allow photography of their work under the òfair useó doctrine.  No copy or photograph of the 

work may be sold for profit without the consent of the artist.  

Contest Rules  

6. Painting, drawing, beading, or embroidering may be done on purchased apparel.  

7. Jewelry, glass, ceramic, or clay renderings may not be produced from a mold.  

8. Quilting, needlepoint, cross -stitch, or crocheting must be the work of the artist.  

9. If the art object requires stands or frames for support, the entrant must provide them.  

10. All entry tags must be completed and attached to the gourd representation entry by 10:00 a.m. Saturday, July 

31.  Entries can be picked up on Sunday after the show.  

Judging Criteria  

11. The representation will be judged on the subject portrayal, workmanship, originality, and artistry.  

12. All decisions by the Georgia Gourd Society judges will be final and binding.  
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2010 Gourd Society Tutorial Competition  

We invite you to enter the 2010 Gourd Society Tutorial Competition.  The GGS seeks to elevate the 

quality of our teaching gourd history, growing, and crafts.  Our teachers try to present a tutorial for 

the class project that is clear and informative.  We seek to promote and recognize the innovative and 

information projects and tutorials that are created by these teachers.  First place, second place, and 

third place awards will be presented.  

 

Tutorial Competition requirements:  

 
1. Any member of the Georgia or American Gourd society may enter the contest.  

2. The tutorial may be written about how to manipulate gourds, grow gourds, clean gourds or 

craft gourds.   

3. Each Tutorial must be accompanied by a gourd or gourd craft produced using the tutorial     

4. Each artist may enter 1 original gourd tutorial and example or up to 3 examples of the prod-

uct from the tutorial.  

5. For gourd craft tutorials, all gourd depictions must be the original work of the artist.   

6. For gourd husbandry tutorials for growing and manipulation should be the work of the grower 

submitting the tutorial.  This includes any photographs and final gourd example/s.  

7. Entrants must allow the use of the photographs by the Georgia Gourd Society on its Website 

or in its publications.    

8. All entrants must allow photography of their work under the òfair useó doctrine.  No copy or 

photograph of the work may be sold for profit without the consent of the artist.  

Tutorial Competition Rules:  

9. The tutorial must be type written and illustrated on 8 1/2 by 11 sheets.  

10. The illustrations or photographs should be original or non -copyrighted pictures.  

(Please do not copy and paste someone elseõs work). 

11. All entry tags must be completed and attached to the gourd tutorial entry by 10:00 a.m. Sat-

urday, July  31.  Entries can be picked up on Sunday after the show.  

Judging Criteria  

12. The Tutorials will be judged on their originality, clarity, appearance, and artistry.  

      13. All decisions by the Georgia Gourd Society judges will be final and binding.  
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EASY GOLF BIRDHOUSE  
YOUR BEST CHANCE FOR A BIRDIE TODAY  

Designed and Taught by:  

Charlotte Durrence  

gourds1@aol.com  

 

  Supplies:  

  Paint:    Trail Tan, Black, White, Pine Green, Red  

  A Gourd                                                                            

  Hole Saw                                  

  Cord for Hanging                                                              

  Old Toothbrush                                  

                                    

  ---Clean and prepare your gourd for a birdhouse using the hole  

      saw to make the hole.  

  ---Basecoat the gourd completely with Train Tan.  

  ---Using a large flat brush, double load Train Tan and Pine Green and  

     paint the roof shingles. Begin at the bottom of the roof and stagger the layers until you reach the top.  

  ñUsing Pine Green and White  mixed together, paint the nine greens of the  

     golf course and around the bird entry hole.   It is best to pencil them in to be  

     sure you can make nine holes fit the gourd.  

  ---Float the left side of the holes with Pine Green.  

  ---Float the right side of the greens using White.  

  ---Make a comma stroke to define the hole for the flag.  

  ---Using Black, paint the pole and make it go into the hole.  

  ---With Red, paint the triangle shaped flag on the top of the pole.  

  ---Spatter Pine Green on the whole gourd with the old toothbrush.  

  ---Spatter White over the whole gourd with the old toothbrush.  

  ---When all the paint is dry, spray the whole gourd with Krylon Crystal Clear.  Give it at least two 

coats of finish.  

  ---Let the finish cure overnight.  

  ---Using a Sharpie permanent marker, write the numbers on the flags using 1 through 9.  

  ---Write this around the entry hole of the birdhouse.  YOUR BEST CHANCE FOR A  BIRDIE TO-

DAY!!!!  

  Now remember ----if you give this as a gift, you will either get a smile or an angry man!!!  

  ENJOY!!!  
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Patch News 
 

 

Our November and December classes were ter-

rific! Thank you to all that attended with ideas, 

smiles and holiday foods!  

2ÈÕËÙÈɯ 'ÜÛÊÏÐÕɀÚɯAdirondack ink class was 

fabulous! She did a terrific job helping each indi-

vidual with specific suggestions for their style of 

gourd art. We learned how to correct mistakes 

with a solution and new ways to use the 

pearl/white ink to totally change the outcome of 

our gourd. Sponges and patterns galore! Thank 

you, Sandra, beautifully taught class and lots of 

fun. 

We decided that we will have regular White Ele-

phant sales at each meeting.  We are having to 

pay for meeting facilities so, please, continue to 

bring items to raise money. 

2ÈÕËàɯ3ÈàÓÖÙɀÚɯOcean Drum class was also a 

success! Sandy shared all the mistakes she found 

out the hard way. She saved us a lot of hard-

ships with her experiences. We learned tricks in 

stretching the drum head tight and adding  

shots for sound, the use of stapling the gourd 

and more. The neatest part was learning how to 

×ÓÈàɯÛÏÌɯËÙÜÔɯÈÕËɯÏÖÞɯÌÈÊÏɯ×ÌÙÚÖÕɀÚɯÚÖÜÕËÌËɯ

different! Thrilling class! Thank you, Sandy, for 

sharing your secrets with us. 

Our January Class was cancelled due to snow 

and ice as was our February class.  

We are trying to set up new and different classes 

for the new year. We need people to step up and 

offer to teach, please. We have found that our 

best classes are when we are able to take home a 

proudly finished gourd. We would like to have 

a full year scheduled and set up quickly.  Please 

ÝÖÓÜÕÛÌÌÙɯÛÖɯÛÌÈÊÏɯÈɯÊÓÈÚÚɯÈÛɯ'ÖÛɯȿÓÈÕÛÈɯ&ÖÜÙËÚȭɯ

We promise to feed you! 

Our March class will be  embossing on a gourd 

taught  by Pat  Fitzgerald . 

At our April class, Hudi Sandgren will show us 

some drawing skills.  

#ÖÕɀÛɯÍÖÙÎÌÛɯÛÖɯÉÙÐÕÎɯÈɯÊÖÝÌÙÌËɯËÐÚÏȭ 

Submitted by Pat Fitzgerald  

Southern Gourd Crafters  
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At our December meeting, we made gourd 

ornies.  

In February, we had two meetings, the 9th and 

10th. We  had Red Hat Ladies attend and they 

made red hat pins out of gourd shaped hats. 

Other members made heart shaped gourd 

shards. We also had an eight-year-old young 

man who attended and made a pin, too. 

We did not have a meeting in January.  

Check the GGS web site for our upcoming 

classes and supplies. 

3ÏÌɯ2ÖÜÛÏÌÙÕɯ&ÖÜÙËɯ"ÙÈÍÛÌÙÚɯÈÕËɯ.ɀɯ,àɯ&ÖÜÙËÚɯ

are co-sponsoring a GED on May 8th in Jesup, 

GA. See page eight for information. 

 

Submitted by Cathy Glover  
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Our next meeting is scheduled for Saturday, 

February 27.  Billie Strickland will  be teaching 

lace egg ornaments just in time for Easter!  All of 

our meetings start at 10am at the Fellowship Bi-

ble Church., 841Old Dixie Hwy, Springfield, GA 

31329. 

Submitted by Valerie Krenicky  

The Coastal Gourd Sprouts held their annual 

Christmas Party at the end of November. Nine -

teen members brought in ornaments made from 

ÎÖÜÙËÚɯ ÍÖÙɯ ÛÏÌɯ Ɂ#ÐÙÛàɯ 2ÈÕÛÈɂɯ ÖÙÕÈÔÌÕÛɯ Ìßɪ

change.  

Two members of the Coastal Gourd Sprouts 

patch, Lee Kline and Loretta Thrasher were 

named Grand Champions for their Christmas -

themed painted gourds during the Dickens 

Craft Festival held in Rincon, Georgia. Con-

gratulations, ladies! 

The Coastal Gourd Sprouts and the Springfield 

Garden Club joined together recently for a day 

of making and painting gourd birdhouses.  The 

Sprouts offered to assist the Garden Club mem-

bers in making beautiful gourd birdhouses to 

sell at an upcoming event.  The profit from the 

these will go to the Cancer Society. 

Our Patch meets the first Friday of each month 

(except June because of the Cherokee Gourd 

Gathering when we will meet the second Fri-

day)  starting at 10 a.m. at the Habersham Senior 

Center in Demorest, Georgia. 

 Our January meeting was cancelled because of 

inclement weather --- ice, ice, ice.  In  February 

Agnes Woods taught us how to make a country 

chicken or city chicken depending on which we 

choose to do. 

In March, Becky Bromley and Stephanie Lam-

bert will teach us to make a frog.  We have ten-

tative schedules for April and May but are still 

looking for good teachers who want to come 

spend time with eager students. 

Anyone having questions, can contact Gail 

J u s t u s  a t  7 0 6- 8 6 4 - 6 4 4 6  o r 

gjustus@northgeorgia.edu. 

Submitted by Gail Justus 

 

                                                           

The Smyrna                             

Gourdweavers 

had a wonder-

ful meeting in 

January.  We 

had a guest 

i n s t r u c t o r , 

none other 

than renown 

gourd artist 

H u d i 

S a n d g r e n ! 

'ÌÙÌɀÚɯ Èɯ ÚÏÖÛɯ

of Hudi with 

Continued on page 20 


